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Story and Plot in Citizen Kane
Narrative & Narration
Introduction to Film/Bonner

Killer of Sheep (Charles Burnett, 1977, US; 81 min.)

Producer: Charles Burnett
Editor: Charles Burnett
Cinematography: Charles Burnett
Screenwriter: Charles Burnett
Assistant Sound: Larry Clark
Abstract (adapted from DVD box cover):
A masterpiece of African American filmmaking and one of the finest debuts in cinema history, Killer of Sheep was one of the first 50 films to be selected for the Library of Congress’ National Film Registry and was chosen by the National Society of Film Critics as one of the 100 Essential Films. Killer of Sheep’s luminous images and extraordinary soundtrack are a revelation. In the Los Angeles community of Watts, Stan, a sensitive dreamer, is growing detached and numb from the toll of working at a slaughterhouse. Frustrated by money problems, he finds solace in moments of simple beauty: the warmth of a teacup against his cheek, slow dancing with his wife, holding his daughter. Combining lyrical moments with neorealist style, Burnett unfolds his story with compassion and humor. 
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Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in Killer of Sheep? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does Killer of Sheep compare or respond to the Blaxploitation films we saw in Section 2? With Sweetback or Ganja & Hess?  Find examples from the films to support your observations.
3.  How does Killer of Sheep compare to Haile Gerima’s work? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  Why is Killer of Sheep historically important?
5.  How does Burnett manifest a Black Film Aesthetic in the mise-en-scene, camerawork, editing, and music? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
